
  

Redeemer Lutheran Church 

San Antonio, Texas 
 

May 28, 2023 

The Day of Pentecost 
 
NOTES:  Offerings will not be collected by passing plates. Please place 

your attendance cards and offering in the plates located by the narthex. 

 

We offer large print copies of the liturgy, and for Holy Communion we offer 

gluten free wafers and non-alcoholic white grape juice. 

 

Masks are not required, but you can wear one at your own discretion.  There 

is no specified seating for bible class or worship. 

 

Prelude 

 

Ascension to Pentecost; the Close of the Easter Cycle 

 

Profession of Faith: Nicene Creed 

All: “And the third day He rose again according to the 

Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right 

hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to 

judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will 

have no end. And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, 

and Giver of Life, who proceeds from the Father and the 

Son, who with the Father and the Son together is 

worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And 

I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I 

acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I 

look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the 

world to come. Amen.” 
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The Comings and Goings of God 

 

Pastor: A series of readings from the Word of God 

 

Tower of Babel: 

Genesis 11:1-9 “Now the whole earth had one language 

and one speech. And it came to pass, as they journeyed 

from the east, that they found a plain in the land of 

Shinar, and they dwelt there. Then they said to one 

another, “Come, let us make bricks and bake them 

thoroughly.” They had brick for stone, and they had 

asphalt for mortar. And they said, “Come, let us build 

ourselves a city, and a tower whose top is in the heavens; 

let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be scattered 

abroad over the face of the whole earth.” But the Lord 

came down to see the city and the tower which the sons of 

men had built. And the Lord said, “Indeed the people are 

one and they all have one language, and this is what they 

begin to do; now nothing that they propose to do will be 

withheld from them. Come, let Us go down and there 

confuse their language, that they may not understand one 

another’s speech.” So, the Lord scattered them abroad 

from there over the face of all the earth, and they ceased 

building the city. Therefore, its name is called Babel, 

because there the Lord confused the language of all the 

earth; and from there the Lord scattered them abroad over 

the face of all the earth.” 

 

Jacob’s Ladder: 

Genesis 28:10-17 ““Now Jacob went out from Beersheba 

and went toward Haran. So he came to a certain place and 
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stayed there all night, because the sun had set. And he 

took one of the stones of that place and put it at his head, 

and he lay down in that place to sleep. Then he dreamed, 

and behold, a ladder was set up on the earth, and its top 

reached to heaven; and there the angels of God were 

ascending and descending on it. And behold, the Lord 

stood above it and said: “I am the Lord God of Abraham 

your father and the God of Isaac; the land on which you 

lie I will give to you and your descendants. Also, your 

descendants shall be as the dust of the earth; you shall 

spread abroad to the west and the east, to the north and 

the south; and in you and in your seed all the families of 

the earth shall be blessed. Behold, I am with you and will 

keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this 

land; for I will not leave you until I have done what I 

have spoken to you.” Then Jacob awoke from his sleep 

and said, “Surely the Lord is in this place, and I did not 

know it.” And he was afraid and said, “How awesome 

is this place! This is none other than the house of God, 

and this is the gate of heaven!” 

 

True Man-True God Plan; Jesus Came Down So That 

We May Go Up! 

 

John 1:49-51 “Nathanael answered and said to Him, 

“Rabbi, You are the Son of God! You are the King of 

Israel!” Jesus answered and said to him, “Because I said 

to you, ‘I saw you under the fig tree,’ do you believe? 

You will see greater things than these.” And He said to 

him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, hereafter you shall see 
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heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and 

descending upon the Son of Man.” 

 

Mark 14:61-62 “But He kept silent and answered 

nothing. Again, the high priest asked Him, saying to Him, 

“Are You the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?” Jesus said, 

“I am. And you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right 

hand of the Power, and coming with the clouds of 

heaven.” 

 

The Collect for Ascension 

All: Almighty God, as Your only begotten Son, our Lord 

Jesus Christ, ascended into the heavens, so may we also 

ascend in heart and mind and continually dwell there with 

Him, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Ascension to Heaven 

 

Acts 1:6-11 ““Therefore, when they had come together, 

they asked Him, saying, “Lord, will You at this time 

restore the kingdom to Israel?” And He said to them, “It 

is not for you to know times or seasons which the Father 

has put in His own authority. But you shall receive power 

when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall 

be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 

Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” Now when He had 

spoken these things, while they watched, He was taken 

up, and a cloud received Him out of their sight. And 

while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as He went 

up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel, who 
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also said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up 

into heaven? This same Jesus, who was taken up from 

you into heaven, will so come in like manner as you saw 

Him go into heaven.” 

 

Pastor: Here ends the readings. 

Congregation: Praise be to God. 

 

Opening Hymn: 

“A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing” – LSB # 493 

 

Pastor: The Easter Cycle is concluded, now, we begin the 

story of the Church. 

All: All glory be to God. Amen. Amen. Amen.  

 

The Collect for Pentecost 

All: O God, on this day You once taught the hearts of 

Your faithful people by sending them the light of Your 

Holy Spirit. Grant us in our day by the same Spirit to 

have a right understanding in all things and evermore to 

rejoice in His holy consolation; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

All: We come together before you, our Triune God and 

confess that we not only sin, but that we are sinners in 

need of healing, and cleansing. Our sins of thought, word 

and actions have failed you and made us damned and 

unable to rescue ourselves by blaming others as did our 

first parents. 
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(Pause for silent reflection) 

 

All: Holy Father, my sin nature has been worn down by 

the subtle and persistent attacks of Satan, who influences 

me daily. I have let down my guard and become 

comfortable with Christianity. I have judged and 

condemned others while remaining smug about who I am 

in you. I pray and beg, O Holy Father, that you accept my 

sorrow for taking you for granted, accept my repentance, 

renew, and restore me to you by your gift of forgiveness, 

grace, and mercy. I beg it in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

Pastor: “There is therefore now no condemnation for 

those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of 

life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin 

and of death. What then are we to say about these things? 

If God is for us, who is against us? He who did not 

withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will 

he not with him also give us everything else? Who will 

bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who 

justifies. Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, 

yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who 

indeed intercedes for us. Who will separate us from the 

love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, 

or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? No, in all 

these things we are more than conquerors through him 

who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death, nor 

life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things 

to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything 

else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the 
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love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:1-2, 

31-39) 

 

Pastor: Rejoice in the Good News, we are redeemed by 

the blood of Jesus; our sin atoned for in the past, present 

and future, and the power continues to flow in grace to all 

who believe. We are declared righteous in the blood of 

Christ. You may live in peace. In the name of the Father, 

the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

The Reading for the Day of Pentecost 

 

Acts 2:1-21 “When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, 

they were all with one accord in one place. And suddenly 

there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty 

wind, and it filled the whole house where they were 

sitting. Then there appeared to them divided tongues, as 

of fire, and one sat upon each of them. And they were all 

filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other 

tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. And there 

were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men, from every 

nation under heaven. And when this sound occurred, the 

multitude came together, and were confused, because 

everyone heard them speak in his own language. Then 

they were all amazed and marveled, saying to one 

another, “Look, are not all these who speak Galileans? 

And how is it that we hear, each in our own language in 

which we were born? Parthians and Medes and Elamites, 

those dwelling in Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, 

Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the 

parts of Libya adjoining Cyrene, visitors from Rome, both 
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Jews and proselytes, Cretans, and Arabs — we hear them 

speaking in our own tongues the wonderful works of 

God.” So, they were all amazed and perplexed, saying to 

one another, “Whatever could this mean?” Others 

mocking said, “They are full of new wine.” But Peter, 

standing up with the eleven, raised his voice and said to 

them, “Men of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let 

this be known to you, and heed my words. For these are 

not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third hour 

of the day. But this is what was spoken by the prophet 

Joel: ‘And it shall come to pass in the last days, says God, 

That I will pour out of My Spirit on all flesh; Your sons 

and your daughters shall prophesy, Your young men shall 

see visions, Your old men shall dream dreams. And on 

My menservants and on My maidservants, I will pour out 

My Spirit in those days; And they shall prophesy. I will 

show wonders in heaven above And signs in the earth 

beneath: Blood and fire and vapor of smoke. The sun 

shall be turned into darkness, And the moon into blood, 

Before the coming of the great and awesome day of 

the Lord. And it shall come to pass That whoever calls on 

the name of the Lord Shall be saved.’” 

 

Romans 10:5-15 “For Moses writes about the 

righteousness which is of the law, “The man who does 

those things shall live by them.” But the righteousness of 

faith speaks in this way, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who 

will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down 

from above) or, “‘Who will descend into the abyss?’” 

(that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). But what does 

it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your 
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heart” (that is, the word of faith which we preach): that if 

you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe 

in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you 

will be saved. For with the heart one believes unto 

righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made 

unto salvation. For the Scripture says, “Whoever believes 

on Him will not be put to shame.” For there is no 

distinction between Jew and Greek, for the same Lord 

over all is rich to all who call upon Him. For “whoever 

calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” How then 

shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? 

And how shall they believe in Him of whom they have 

not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher? 

And how shall they preach unless they are sent? As it is 

written: “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach 

the gospel of peace, Who bring glad tidings of good 

things!” 

 

Acts 3:18-26 “But those things which God foretold by the 

mouth of all His prophets, that the Christ would suffer, 

He has thus fulfilled. Repent therefore and be converted, 

that your sins may be blotted out, so that times of 

refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and 

that He may send Jesus Christ, who was preached to you 

before, whom heaven must receive until the times of 

restoration of all things, which God has spoken by the 

mouth of all His holy prophets since the world began. For 

Moses truly said to the fathers, ‘The Lord your God will 

raise up for you a Prophet like me from your brethren. 

Him you shall hear in all things, whatever He says to you. 

And it shall be that every soul who will not hear that 
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Prophet shall be utterly destroyed from among the 

people.’ Yes, and all the prophets, from Samuel and those 

who follow, as many as have spoken, have also foretold 

these days. You are sons of the prophets, and of the 

covenant which God made with our fathers, saying to 

Abraham, ‘And in your seed all the families of the earth 

shall be blessed.’ To you first, God, having raised up His 

Servant Jesus, sent Him to bless you, in turning away 

every one of you from your iniquities.” 

 

Pastor: Here ends the readings. 

Congregation: Praise be to God. 

 

The Message For The Church Today 

 

The Language Heritage Of Our Redeemer Lutheran 

Congregation Ancestry: (see insert) 

 

The Congregational Prayers and Lord’s Prayer 

All: Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy 

Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, As 

it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive them that 

trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, But 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, The power, 

and the glory, For ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Eucharist (the great thanksgiving) 

The Lord’s Supper words of institution; the very presence 

of Christ, mysteriously hidden in the bread and wine, and 
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the admonition to remember his atoning work, once done, 

effected for us into perpetuity. 

 

The Words of Institution Song 

 

Pre-Communion Hymn: 

“Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling” – LSB # 650 

 

Holy Communion: 

Please come up single file, socially distanced, in the 

center aisle. Pastor will distribute both the bread and 

wine, prompting you for each element. We have gluten-

free wafers available, and we have non-alcoholic white 

grape juice in the center of the tray. After you are 

dismissed, please return down the side aisle(s). 

 

Benediction: 

 

Acts 1:8-11 “But you shall receive power when the Holy 

Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to 

Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to 

the end of the earth.” Now when He had spoken these 

things, while they watched, He was taken up, and a cloud 

received Him out of their sight. And while they looked 

steadfastly toward heaven as He went up, behold, two 

men stood by them in white apparel, who also said, “Men 

of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into heaven? 

This same Jesus, who was taken up from you into 

heaven, will so come in like manner as you saw Him go 

into heaven.” 
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Closing Hymn: 

“Creator Spirit, by Whose Aid” – LSB # 500 

 

Announcements 

 

Postlude 

 
* Please take the bulletin home or discard in the trash before you leave. * 


