
  

Redeemer Lutheran Church 
San Antonio, Texas 

 
July 16, 2023 

Seventh Sunday After Pentecost 
Responsive Prayer 1:  Pgs. 282-284 

 
NOTES:  Offerings will not be collected by passing plates. Please place 

your attendance cards and offering in the plates located by the narthex. 

 

Masks are not required, but you can wear one at your own discretion.  There 

is no specified seating for bible class or worship. 

 

Prelude 

 

The Opening Hymn: 

“O Blessed Spring” – LSB # 595 

 

Invocation:  Pg. 282 

   The Lord’s Prayer 

   The Apostle’s Creed 

 

The Readings: 

 

The First Reading:    Isaiah 55:10-13 

 
10 “For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do 

not return there but water the earth, making it bring forth and 

sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 11 so shall 

my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me 

empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall 

succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 12 “For you shall go out in 

joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains and the hills before 

you shall break forth into singing, and all the trees of the field shall 

clap their hands. 13 Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 

instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; and it shall make a 

name for the LORD, an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.” 
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Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 

Congregation: Thanks be to God. 

 

The Second Reading:   1 Corinthians 3:3b-9 

 
3 for you are still of the flesh. For while there is jealousy and strife 

among you, are you not of the flesh and behaving only in a human 

way? 4 For when one says, “I follow Paul,” and another, “I follow 

Apollos,” are you not being merely human? 5 What then is 

Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, as 

the Lord assigned to each. 6 I planted, Apollos watered, but God 

gave the growth. 7 So neither he who plants nor he who waters is 

anything, but only God who gives the growth. 8 He who plants and 

he who waters are one, and each will receive his wages according 

to his labor. 9 For we are God's fellow workers. You are God's 

field, God's building. 

 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 

Congregation: Thanks be to God. 

 

The Gospel Reading:    Matthew 13:1-9, 18-30, 36-43 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 13th 

chapter. 

Congregation:  Glory to You, O Lord. 

 
1 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 
2 And great crowds gathered about him, so that he got into a boat 

and sat down. And the whole crowd stood on the beach. 3 And he 

told them many things in parables, saying: “A sower went out to 

sow. 4 And as he sowed, some seeds fell along the path, and the 

birds came and devoured them. 5 Other seeds fell on rocky ground, 

where they did not have much soil, and immediately they sprang 

up, since they had no depth of soil, 6 but when the sun rose they 

were scorched. And since they had no root, they withered away. 
7 Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked 

them. 8 Other seeds fell on good soil and produced grain, some a 
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hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9 He who has ears, let him 

hear.” 

 
18 “Hear then the parable of the sower: 19 When anyone hears the 

word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one 

comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart. This is 

what was sown along the path. 20 As for what was sown on rocky 

ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately 

receives it with joy, 21 yet he has no root in himself, but endures for 

a while, and when tribulation or persecution arises on account of 

the word, immediately he falls away. 22 As for what was sown 

among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of 

the world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it 

proves unfruitful. 23 As for what was sown on good soil, this is the 

one who hears the word and understands it. He indeed bears fruit 

and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in 

another thirty.” 24 He put another parable before them, saying, “The 

kingdom of heaven may be compared to a man who sowed good 

seed in his field, 25 but while his men were sleeping, his enemy 

came and sowed weeds among the wheat and went away. 26 So 

when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared 

also. 27 And the servants of the master of the house came and said 

to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? How 

then does it have weeds?’ 28 He said to them, ‘An enemy has done 

this.’ So the servants said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and 

gather them?’ 29 But he said, ‘No, lest in gathering the weeds you 

root up the wheat along with them. 30 Let both grow together until 

the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, “Gather the 

weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the 

wheat into my barn.”’” 

 
36 Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his 

disciples came to him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the 

weeds of the field.” 37 He answered, “The one who sows the good 

seed is the Son of Man. 38 The field is the world, and the good seed 

is the sons of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, 
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39 and the enemy who sowed them is the devil. The harvest is the 

end of the age, and the reapers are angels. 40 Just as the weeds are 

gathered and burned with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. 
41 The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will gather out of 

his kingdom all causes of sin and all law-breakers, 42 and throw 

them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and 

gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in 

the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear. 

 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Congregation: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

The Message Hymn: 

“Almighty God, Your Word is Cast” – LSB # 577 

 

The Message: "Let's Take Some Soil Samples" 

 

Responsive Morning Prayers: Pg. 283 

   Congregational Prayers 

      (Pastor:  Lord, in your mercy,) 

      (Congregation:  Hear our prayer.) 

   Collect of the Day 

   Luther’s Morning Prayer 

 

Benedicamus and Blessing:  Pg. 284 

 

The Closing Hymn: 

“For the Fruits of His Creation” – LSB # 894 

 

Announcements: 

 

Postlude 

 

 
Please take the bulletin home or discard in the trash before you leave. 
 


