
  

Redeemer Lutheran Church 

San Antonio, Texas 
 

January 7, 2024 

First Sunday In Epiphany 

Responsive Prayer 2:  Pg. 285-287 

 
NOTES:  Offerings will not be collected by passing plates. Please place 

your attendance cards and offering in the plates located by the narthex. 

 

Masks are not required, but you can wear one at your own discretion.  There 

is no specified seating for bible class or worship. 

 

Prelude 

 

Matthew 2:1-12 
1 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the 

time of King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem 
2 and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of 

the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to 

worship him.” 3 When King Herod heard this he was 

disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 When he had called 

together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the 

law, he asked them where the Messiah was to be born. 5 “In 

Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the 

prophet has written: 6 “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of 

Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for 

out of you will come a ruler who will shepherd my people 

Israel.’” 7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found 

out from them the exact time the star had appeared. 8 He 

sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully 

for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that 

I too may go and worship him.” 9 After they had heard the 

king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen 
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when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the 

place where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they 

were overjoyed. 11 On coming to the house, they saw the 

child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and 

worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and 

presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 
12 And having been warned in a dream not to go back to 

Herod, they returned to their country by another route. 

 

Luke 2:41-52 
41 Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the 

Festival of the Passover. 42 When he was twelve years old, 

they went up to the festival, according to the custom. 
43 After the festival was over, while his parents were 

returning home, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, 

but they were unaware of it. 44 Thinking he was in their 

company, they traveled on for a day. Then they began 

looking for him among their relatives and friends. 45 When 

they did not find him, they went back to Jerusalem to look 

for him. 46 After three days they found him in the temple 

courts, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and 

asking them questions. 47 Everyone who heard him was 

amazed at his understanding and his answers. 48 When his 

parents saw him, they were astonished. His mother said to 

him, “Son, why have you treated us like this? Your father 

and I have been anxiously searching for you.” 49 “Why were 

you searching for me?” he asked. “Didn’t you know I had to 

be in my Father’s house?” 50 But they did not understand 

what he was saying to them. 51 Then he went down to 

Nazareth with them and was obedient to them. But his 

mother treasured all these things in her heart. 52 And Jesus 



 Page 3 

grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and 

man. 

 

Opening Versicles:  Pg. 285 

 

The First Reading:    Ezekiel 36:22-38 

 
22 “Therefore say to the Israelites, ‘This is what the 

Sovereign LORD says: It is not for your sake, people of 

Israel, that I am going to do these things, but for the sake of 

my holy name, which you have profaned among the nations 

where you have gone. 23 I will show the holiness of my 

great name, which has been profaned among the nations, 

the name you have profaned among them. Then the nations 

will know that I am the LORD, declares the Sovereign LORD, 

when I am proved holy through you before their eyes. 
24 “‘For I will take you out of the nations; I will gather you 

from all the countries and bring you back into your own 

land. 25 I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be 

clean; I will cleanse you from all your impurities and from 

all your idols. 26 I will give you a new heart and put a new 

spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of stone and 

give you a heart of flesh. 27 And I will put my Spirit in you 

and move you to follow my decrees and be careful to keep 

my laws. 28 Then you will live in the land I gave your 

ancestors; you will be my people, and I will be your God. 
29 I will save you from all your uncleanness. I will call for 

the grain and make it plentiful and will not bring famine 

upon you. 30 I will increase the fruit of the trees and the 

crops of the field, so that you will no longer suffer disgrace 

among the nations because of famine. 31 Then you will 

remember your evil ways and wicked deeds, and you will 
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loathe yourselves for your sins and detestable practices. 32 I 

want you to know that I am not doing this for your sake, 

declares the Sovereign LORD. Be ashamed and disgraced for 

your conduct, people of Israel! 33 “‘This is what the 

Sovereign LORD says: On the day I cleanse you from all 

your sins, I will resettle your towns, and the ruins will be 

rebuilt. 34 The desolate land will be cultivated instead of 

lying desolate in the sight of all who pass through it. 35 They 

will say, “This land that was laid waste has become like the 

garden of Eden; the cities that were lying in ruins, desolate 

and destroyed, are now fortified and inhabited.” 36 Then the 

nations around you that remain will know that I the LORD 

have rebuilt what was destroyed and have replanted what 

was desolate. I the LORD have spoken, and I will do it.’ 
37 “This is what the Sovereign LORD says: Once again I will 

yield to Israel’s plea and do this for them: I will make their 

people as numerous as sheep, 38 as numerous as the flocks 

for offerings at Jerusalem during her appointed festivals. So 

will the ruined cities be filled with flocks of people. Then 

they will know that I am the LORD.” 

 

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

Congregation:  Thanks be to God. 

 

The Second Reading:   Romans 6:1-11 

 
1 What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that 

grace may increase? 2 By no means! We are those who have 

died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? 3 Or don’t you 

know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus 

were baptized into his death? 4 We were therefore buried 

with him through baptism into death in order that, just as 
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Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the 

Father, we too may live a new life. 5 For if we have been 

united with him in a death like his, we will certainly also be 

united with him in a resurrection like his. 6 For we know 

that our old self was crucified with him so that the body 

ruled by sin might be done away with, that we should no 

longer be slaves to sin — 7 because anyone who has died 

has been set free from sin. 8 Now if we died with Christ, we 

believe that we will also live with him. 9 For we know that 

since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; 

death no longer has mastery over him. 10 The death he died, 

he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to 

God. 11 In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but 

alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

 

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

Congregation:  Thanks be to God. 

 

The Gospel Reading:   Mark 1:4-11 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 1st 

chapter. 

Congregation:  Glory to You, O Lord! 

 
4 And so John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, 

preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of 

sins. 5 The whole Judean countryside and all the people of 

Jerusalem went out to him. Confessing their sins, they were 

baptized by him in the Jordan River. 6 John wore clothing 

made of camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, 

and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7 And this was his 

message: “After me comes the one more powerful than I, 

the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down 
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and untie. 8 I baptize you with water, but he will baptize you 

with the Holy Spirit.” 9 At that time Jesus came from 

Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 
10 Just as Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw 

heaven being torn open and the Spirit descending on him 

like a dove. 11 And a voice came from heaven: “You are my 

Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.” 

 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Congregation:  Praise to You O, Christ. 

 

The Hymn: 

“Father Welcomes” – LSB # 605 

 

The Kyrie:  Pg. 285 

The Lord’s Prayer:  Pg. 285 

 

The Apostle’s Creed:  Pg. 286 

 

The Message Hymn: 

“Baptized into Your Name Most Holy” – LSB # 590 

 

The Message: 

(Reference:  The Sacrament of Holy Baptism, LSB Pg. 325) 

 

Versicles:  Pg. 286 

 

Collect of the Day: 

 

Prayer of the Church: 

   (Pastor:  Lord, in your mercy,) 

   (Congregation:  Hear our prayer.) 
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Luther’s Morning Prayer:  Pg. 287 

 

Benedicamus and Blessing:  Pg. 287 

 

Announcements: 

 

Postlude 

 

 

 
Please take the bulletin home or discard in the trash before you leave. 

 


