Redeemer Lutheran Church
San Antonio, Texas

January 21, 2024
Third Sunday In Epiphany
Morning Prayer, Pg. 235, Litany, Pg. 288

NOTES: Offerings will not be collected by passing plates. Please place
your attendance cards and offering in the plates located by the narthex.

Masks are not required, but you can wear one at your own discretion. There
is no specified seating for bible class or worship.

Prelude
Reading: Daniel 9:3-19

%S0 I turned to the Lord God and pleaded with him in
prayer and petition, in fasting, and in sackcloth and ashes.
41 prayed to the Lord my God and confessed: “Lord, the
great and awesome God, who keeps his covenant of love
with those who love him and keep his commandments, ° we
have sinned and done wrong. We have been wicked and
have rebelled; we have turned away from your commands
and laws. ® We have not listened to your servants the
prophets, who spoke in your name to our kings, our princes
and our ancestors, and to all the people of the land. 7 “Lord,
you are righteous, but this day we are covered with shame
— the people of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem and
all Israel, both near and far, in all the countries where you
have scattered us because of our unfaithfulness to you. & We
and our kings, our princes and our ancestors are covered
with shame, Lord, because we have sinned against you.

¥ The Lord our God is merciful and forgiving, even though
we have rebelled against him; 1° we have not obeyed the
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Lord our God or kept the laws he gave us through his
servants the prophets. '* All Israel has transgressed your law
and turned away, refusing to obey you. “Therefore, the
curses and sworn judgments written in the Law of Moses,
the servant of God, have been poured out on us, because we
have sinned against you. 12 You have fulfilled the words
spoken against us and against our rulers by bringing on us
great disaster. Under the whole heaven nothing has ever
been done like what has been done to Jerusalem. 3 Just as it
Is written in the Law of Moses, all this disaster has come on
us, yet we have not sought the favor of the Lord our God by
turning from our sins and giving attention to your truth.

14 The Lord did not hesitate to bring the disaster on us, for
the Lord our God is righteous in everything he does; yet we
have not obeyed him. ¥ “Now, Lord our God, who brought
your people out of Egypt with a mighty hand and who made
for yourself a name that endures to this day, we have
sinned, we have done wrong. * Lord, in keeping with all
your righteous acts, turn away your anger and your wrath
from Jerusalem, your city, your holy hill. Our sins and the
iniquities of our ancestors have made Jerusalem and your
people an object of scorn to all those around us. 1’ “Now,
our God, hear the prayers and petitions of your servant. For
your sake, Lord, look with favor on your desolate sanctuary.
18 Give ear, our God, and hear; open your eyes and see the
desolation of the city that bears your Name. We do not
make requests of you because we are righteous, but because
of your great mercy. *° Lord, listen! Lord, forgive! Lord,
hear and act! For your sake, my God, do not delay, because
your city and your people bear your Name.”

Opening: Pg. 235
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Venite: Pg. 236

Office Hymn:
“Create in Me” — LSB # 956

The Readings:
The First Reading: Jonah 3:1-5, 10

! Then the word of the LorD came to Jonah a second time:
2“Go to the great city of Nineveh and proclaim to it the
message I give you.” ® Jonah obeyed the word of the LORD
and went to Nineveh. Now Nineveh was a very large city; it
took three days to go through it. * Jonah began by going a
day’s journey into the city, proclaiming, “Forty more days
and Nineveh will be overthrown.” ® The Ninevites believed
God. A fast was proclaimed, and all of them, from the
greatest to the least, put on sackcloth. ** When God saw
what they did and how they turned from their evil ways, he
relented and did not bring on them the destruction he had
threatened.

Lector: This is the word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

The Second Reading: Acts 3:19-23

19 Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be
wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the
Lord, 2° and that he may send the Messiah, who has been
appointed for you — even Jesus. 2t Heaven must receive
him until the time comes for God to restore everything, as
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he promised long ago through his holy prophets. 2 For
Moses said, “The Lord your God will raise up for you a
prophet like me from among your own people; you must
listen to everything he tells you. 2 Anyone who does not
listen to him will be completely cut off from their people.’

Lector: This is the word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

The Gospel Reading: Mark 1:14-15

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 1%
chapter.

Congregation: Glory to You, O Lord.

14 After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee,
proclaiming the good news of God. ** “The time has come,”
he said. “The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and
believe the good news!”

Pastor: This is the word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

Message Hymn:
“If Thou But Trust in God to Guide Thee” — LSB # 750

"Repentance" is the theme of the readings, and the message
emphasis this morning. Metanoed (to repent) and epistrephd
(to turn back) “are placed side by side as equivalent terms,
though in these cases the former may focus on the
abandonment of evil and the latter on turning to God.” The
Greek verb metanoeo (to repent) is built on the preposition
meta (“with, after””) and the verb noeo (“to understand, to
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think™). The conclusion some then draw is that the only
sense in which a Christian is required to repent is to change
one’s mind or to rethink sin and one’s relationship with
God. But the meaning of words is not determined in this
way, but rather on usage and context. A change of mind or
perspective is of no value if it isn’t accompanied by a
change of direction, a change of life and action.

St. Paul in Romans 7:14-25: "We know that the law is
spiritual; but I am unspiritual, sold as a slave to sin. | do not
understand what | do. For what | want to do | do not do, but
what | hate | do. And if | do what | do not want to do, |
agree that the law is good. As it is, it is no longer | myself
who do it, but it is sin living in me. For | know that good
itself does not dwell in me, that is, in my sinful nature. For |
have the desire to do what is good, but | cannot carry it out.
For | do not do the good I want to do, but the evil | do not
want to do — this | keep on doing. Now if | do what I do
not want to do, it is no longer | who do it, but it is sin living
in me that does it. So | find this law at work: Although |
want to do good, evil is right there with me. For in my inner
being I delight in God’s law; but | see another law at work
In me, waging war against the law of my mind and making
me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within me. What a
wretched man | am! Who will rescue me from this body
that is subject to death? Thanks be to God, who delivers me
through Jesus Christ our Lord!"
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Message:

The Litany: Pgs. 288-289
(Pastor: Lord, in your mercy,)
(Congregation: Hear our prayer.)

Benediction Hymn:
“Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus” — LSB # 685

Announcements:

Postlude

Please take the bulletin home or discard in the trash before you leave.



